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Karine Keys

From: Rural Medicine <RuralMedicine@albertadoctors.org>

Sent: November 19, 2024 2:56 PM

Subject: Letter From Dr. Rithesh Ram, President, Section of Rural Medicine: New Grant Funding

for Rural Health Care

To all Rural Alberta Municipal Mayors,

D Ǉ�ŶĂŵĞ�ŝƐ��ƌ͘�ZŝƚŚĞƐŚ�ZĂŵ ͕ �ĂŶĚ�/�Ăŵ�ƚŚĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ůďĞƌƚĂ�D ĞĚŝĐĂů��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ͛ Ɛ�̂ ĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ZƵƌĂů�D ĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ�;^ZD Ϳ͘ �
/�Ăŵ�ĂůƐŽ�Ă�ZƵƌĂů�' ĞŶĞƌĂůŝƐƚ�ůŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŝŶ��ƌƵŵŚĞůůĞƌ͕��ůďĞƌƚĂ͕ �ƐŽ�/�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ƌƵƌĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�
ĨĂĐĞ�ŝŶ�ĂƩ ƌĂĐƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐ�ǁ ŚŽ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ͘ Many of us are
also small business owners. Rural Generalists are a vital economic pipeline for rural Alberta and without us you would see
the economic diversŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƐƉĞƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĚŝŵŝŶŝƐŚ͘ If a Rural Generalist leaves a community, both the clinic
and hospital suffer with reduced services or closures.   

�Ɛ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ŬŶŽǁ ͕ �ƚŚĞ�' Žǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ůďĞƌƚĂ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ�ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ŝŶǀ ĞƐƟŶŐ�ΨϭϮ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƚǁ Ž�
years into two primary health care grants – a Rural Team Recruitment Grant and a Municipality Supported Clinics Grant. I
want to draw your ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ĂƐ��ǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ƐƵďŵŝƩ ĞĚ�ďǇNovember 30, 2024.

WŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶƐ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŵĂǇ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ǇŽƵ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ͕ �Žƌ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ǁ ŝƐŚ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�
ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŬŶŽǁ ͕ �ĂŶĚ�/�ǁ ĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ǇŽƵ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ŽĨ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͘�dŚĞ�̂ ĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ZƵƌĂů�
Medicine recently hosted an inĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ �ŐƌĂŶƚƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�Į ŶĚ�Ă�ƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƐůŝĚĞ�
deck and other resources here.

>ŝŬĞ�ǇŽƵ͕ �/�ŬŶŽǁ �ŚŽǁ �ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƌƵƌĂů�ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁ ŚŽ�ůŝǀ Ğ�ŝŶ�ƌƵƌĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŵŽƚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘ �t ŚĞŶ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�Žī Ğƌ�ƐƚĂďůĞ͕�ƌĞůŝĂďůĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ͕�
ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚƌŝǀ Ğ͘�dŚĞ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝǀ ĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƌƵƌĂů��ůďĞƌƚĂŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂůů�ŚŽŵĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶƚ ͘

dŚĞ��D �͛ Ɛ�̂ ĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ZƵƌĂů�D ĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĂĚǀ ŽĐĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂďŝůŝǌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶ�ƌƵƌĂů�ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ͘�/�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�
ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŐƌĂŶƚ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�November 30, 2024, ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĞŵĂŝů�ĂŶǇ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮ Đ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�
about the grants to PrimaryHealthCareGrant@gov.ab.ca.

Regards,
Dr. Rithesh Ram
WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ �̂ ĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ZƵƌĂů�D ĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ


