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November 27, 2025 

Mayor Brad Schlossberger 
Town of Claresholm 
via email: info@claresholm.ca 
 
Dear Mayor Schlossberger, 
 
On behalf of the National Police Federation (NPF) and its Members, I want to congratulate you on starting 
your term as Mayor of The Town of Claresholm. We further congratulate your Council members on their 
successful election or acclimation as well.  
 
As you may know, the NPF is the sole certified bargaining agent representing close to 20,000 Members of 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) across Canada and internationally, including over 3,100 serving 
in Alberta. The NPF’s mission is to provide strong, fair, and progressive representation, that promotes and 
enhances the rights of RCMP Members while advancing public safety outcomes across Canada.  
 
Our Members are proud to deliver policing services through 113 detachments across Alberta, serving more 
than 1.5 million residents and covering 99% of the province’s geography. Given recent developments, we 
would like to share important updates with you and your councils regarding the state of RCMP policing in 
Alberta. In July 2025, the RCMP Commissioner reaffirmed to Premier Smith the RCMP’s ongoing 
commitment to serving Albertans now and well into the future. Likewise, in October 2025 the federal 
Minister of Public Safety confirmed that early negotiations with contracting partners for policing 
agreements beyond 2032 will begin in the coming months. Provinces such as British Columbia and Nova 
Scotia have already announced their intent to renew and strengthen their RCMP contracts, reinforcing the 
long-term stability of the RCMP policing model. 
 
Alberta is also seeing positive momentum. The first all-Alberta troop began training at Depot in September 
2025, demonstrating strong interest from new recruits who have chosen Alberta as their preferred posting. 
As of late 2025, the Alberta RCMP’s vacancy rate sits at approximately 16%—including 152 hard vacancies 
(8.6%) and 133 soft vacancies (7.5%)—rates that are comparable to other police services when accounting 
for medical, parental, and other approved leaves. In addition, the Government of Canada is hiring 1,000 
new RCMP personnel nationally, further underscoring a clear message: the Alberta RCMP is here to stay. 
 
We invite you to consider the attached polling which demonstrates public support for the Alberta RCMP. 
Five years of polling conducted by Pollara Strategic Insights show Albertans support their RCMP, with 81% 
agreeing that there are more important priorities for Alberta than changing who polices communities. To 
this end, 76% of Albertans in RCMP-served areas are satisfied with their policing. These results echo the 
findings made by many recent municipal police services reviews, which found low public support for 
wholesale changes in policing, alongside quantifiable cost impacts. We further invite you to consider the 
findings of recent police service model reviews:  

• Red Deer’s (2020) review: Found transition costs of $13.5M and 16% higher annual operating costs 

(~$7M). Chose to retain the Alberta RCMP.   

• Airdrie’s (2024) review: No change; public safety concerns raised were not unique to the RCMP.   

http://www.npf/
http://www.npf-fpn.com/
http://www.npf-fpn.com/
https://sencanada.ca/en/content/sen/committee/451/secd/03ev-57262-e#:~:text=The%20role%20of,from%20the%20RCMP.
https://www.ctvnews.ca/vancouver/vancouver-island/article/bc-wont-create-provincial-police-force-despite-all-party-recommendation-minister-says/
https://news.novascotia.ca/en/2025/06/25/province-commits-public-safety-improvements-following-policing-review
https://news.novascotia.ca/en/2025/06/25/province-commits-public-safety-improvements-following-policing-review
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2025/10/16/prime-minister-carney-announces-new-measures-combat-crime#:~:text=The%201%2C000%20new%20RCMP%20personnel,recruit%20the%20best%20candidates%20possible.
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2025/10/16/prime-minister-carney-announces-new-measures-combat-crime#:~:text=The%201%2C000%20new%20RCMP%20personnel,recruit%20the%20best%20candidates%20possible.
https://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/city-government/plans-and-projects/Policing-Review.pdf
https://pub-airdrie.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=9290
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• Grande Prairie’s (2023) review: Transition approved, despite projected one-time costs of $19M and 

$2-$4M more in annual operating costs.  

o As of May 2025, an additional $7m in provincial funding has been granted to Grande Prairie in 

addition to the previously committed $9.7m from the GoA, demonstrating the immense increase in 

financial support required to push the service toward a feasible launch.  

• Beaumont’s (2024) review: Recommended efficiencies to improve the existing RCMP model.   

• Olds’ (2024) review: Found municipal policing cost 57% more in Year 1, increasing to 84% by Year 3; 

chose to retain the RCMP. 

• Rocky Mountain House (2025) review: Found increased costs were ineffective and the current contract 

could be better optimized rather than considering a new regional service, an APPS, or a new municipal 

service. 

 
Prior to the 2025 Municipal Election, the Government had announced the formation of the Alberta Sheriffs 
Police Service (ASPS) unilaterally without consultation with communities, Albertans, or organizations such 
as Alberta Municipalities or the Rural Municipalities of Alberta. Despite there being no costing, plan, or 
open-door consultation, Government is proceeding with the creation of this service. The only fact we can 
rely on is that another duplicate service will cost all Albertans more, risking increased property taxes for 
your community or reduced services for municipalities to fund this experiment. In 2021, the government’s 
own report estimated $372 million in start-up costs and $164 million more in annual operating costs for 
a provincial police service. Today, there are no updated cost estimates, despite inflation and a major shift 
in the province’s fiscal reality. 
 
These developments require a cohesive approach to effectively address in the best interests of 
communities. If you would like us to present to your Council on Alberta’s public safety landscape, or to 
further discuss public safety concerns, please contact Maryanne King, Government Relations Advisor, at 
mking@npf-fpn.com.  
 
Once again, we congratulate you and we look forward to connecting with you at your convenience.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Brian Sauvé 
President and CEO  
 
 Attachments: Polling 2025
 

https://ehq-production-canada.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/d8035b38f5ba3ee0968bae3eff1b4fb8b4e9c29f/original/1676651210/e95566aac695b5eb63492c1b77e52ea0_Grande_Prairie_Transition_Report_-_Final.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA4KKNQAKIFWFOUYFI%2F20250416%2Fca-central-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250416T211401Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=c2355fc45f6a6c316ed74efa8120f2ac0afcf0ea32ac05fe336c2cb87b015440
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/7-million-grande-prairie-police-1.7545075
https://pub-beaumontab.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=2483
https://www.olds.ca/sites/default/files/docs/2024.05.13_town_of_olds_community_policing_business_case_final.pdf
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/alberta-rcmp-most-cost-affective-policing-option-for-rocky-mountain-house-report
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